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| trines supposed to be taught in the Scriptures; but 

For tat Gospet Heracp. |strange as it may appear, it is certainly not less 
LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. true. ‘ : 
ica ook The first that offers is the following: “If you 

LETTER V. | die in your sins, where God and Christ are you 

uy DEAR H. shall never come.” It is not enough to torture 

You no doubt begin to think it high time to hear (he small moicty of this quotation which is really 
something respecting my conversion from Deism | ¢¢ ripture, but the if must be added, in order to 

, Christianity. Your curiosity is laudable, and | give the idea that some men do not depart this 
hall endeavour to gratify it in the present let-| world sinners :—and further, to maintain the idea, 

' |that no change can be experienced by the soul 

Soon after my removal to New-York, I visited | ous of the body ; and the proposition is considered 
the meeting where elder Mitchell officiates as | so important, that these means are used in its sup- 
pastor Thad formerly heard him occasionally, port. 
wad being pleased with him as an ng RECTLY Without entering deeply into the argument on 

r, [now concluded to pass an idle hour un-| jthe real words of scripture, it can easily be seen 
for rhis preaching, I entered the church late—| that a cause which needs so much scripture of do- 
the sermon had commenced ; but I shall never! mestic manufacture is indeed a forlorn hope. 
forget the subject. He endeavoured to impress} In the Sth chap. and 2lst verse of John, the 

» mind of his audience the importance of} Saviour says, “I go my way, and ye shall seek 

ching the Seriptures, and for one, I can testify, me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye 
that he did not labour in vain. This single dis- | eanpet come.” One of the apostles informs us, 
course persuaded me that I had so far contemned) that Christ, being quickened by the Spirit, went 

Scriptures through ignorance of their con-|and preached to the Spirits in prison. Did, or 

; and from that hour L determined to seareh| could the Jews accompany him there on this er- 

is for hidden treasure. 1 was enabled to} rand of love ?—certainly not; and the same rule 

, and blessed be God, I did not seek his | by which the expression would exclude those from 

future happiness to whom he then spoke, would 

indeed a short history, but [ trust it is/as surely exclude his tmmediale disciples, for he 
sufficiently clear to your understanding. said to them as to the Jews. 

The cesult of a thorough search of the Serip-| In verse 24, he informs them that unbelief is 
tures has been the sallekeeill of the understand-|this death in sin. This is consonant with various 
ing into those things which make for our peace.| declarations of scripture. Christ declares, “ he 
As clouds and vapours disperse before the natural | that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
sun, so do the errors of ignorance flit away be-| shall he live.” And again; “he that believeth ia 
fore the radiance of eternal Truth. The mind be-| me shall never die.” Any man who ig any thing 
ing once willing to receive the truth wherever it! short of non compos mentis, will not surely asseft 
| that these passages intend either a natural life, ot 


| 
ly embraced, and every step in advance but spurs| death. The contrast to this death is clearly seen 


on to further improvement, and every consequent in the 17th of John, where it is evident that a 
joy, leads to a desire for farther gratification. knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, is eternal 
Among the advantages of a close attention to | life. James also speaks of saving a soul from 
the Scriptures, may be reckoned an exposure of| death in terms not easily misunderstood. Ezekiel 
the unsanctified methods usedto prop a Babel | s; eaks of this moral death in a very conclusive 
“nodding to its fall!’ In plain English, the| manner, and nothing but a determination to bind 
Scriptures test all the traditions of men for the| every thing to sect, ean fora moment uphold the 
support of human systems of divinity, aud they are | common idea of this passagggedined for the pur- 
marked TEKEL. pose of making the blind still blinder. The prin- 
Toone ‘ut little given to the study of the/| cipal fact, that the fabricated passage is used 
Scriptures, it might seem almost incredible, that scriplure, proves that the fabricators considered it 
the clergy, whom he has been taught to rev- necessary to add to the Scriptures. Isaiah says of 
erence at least, if not implicitly to. believe, should | Christ ; “In Him shall ali the seed of Israel be 
be under the necessity, not only of adding to, and | justified, and shall glory. 
substracting from the Scriptures, but of using va- Your affectiouate father, 
rious other pious frauds, for the support of doc-| .4lbany. MENTOK. 





may eppear, every source of information is glad- 
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BEREAN SOCIETY. 

Many years ago, a number of professing chris- 
tians, in Boston, (Mass.) instituted a Society, cal- 
led the “Bergan Society;” for the purpose of 
“ Searching the Scriptures.” They searched, and 
they found act men the redeemed of the Lorn !— 
The following is extracted from « work published 
by this Society ; and we offer it to our readers in 


the full persuasion that they will peruse it with} 


pleasure and advantage. 

Jow xxii. 21. Aequaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace. 

The misery of mankind, arises chiefly from 
these two causes ;—consciousness of guilt, and ig- 
norance of the character of God. Those who 
know and feel that they are sinners, and are unac- 
quainted with the glorious plan of grace exhibited 
in the Gospel, tremble in the contemplation of the 
justice of an infinitely wise and holy God, and 
are continually crying out, Who will show us any 
good? They are sensible that their conduct is re- 
pugnant to his nature, who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. And until the veil is taken away, 
and that eternal life, which is hid with Christ in 
God, for the fulness of the lost nature, is applied 
with power to their consciences, they must re- 
main in a state of condemnation. He who be- 
lieveth not is condemned already. While the mind 
is thus enveloped in guilt and darkness it is the 
continual prey of restless anxiety and fear. When 
Joseph's brethren came into his presence they 
were unacquainted with his true character, and, 


judging from their own, could expect nothing but 
his displeasure. We are verily guilty concerning our 


brother, was the language of their hearts. And, 
“we are verily guilty in the sight of God,” must 
be the language of every individual of the human 
kind, before they can be made fit to embrace the 
Gospel method of salvation. Every mouth musi 
be stopped and all the world become guilly before 
God, says an apostle. To know the need of a 
Saviour, it is necessary we should know our con- 
dition as sinners. They who are whole need not a 
physician, but they who are sick. All men at times, 
we conceive, are conscious that they are sinners. 
The light of nature alone teaches us there is a 
difference between right and wrong. There is a 
monitor in every bosom, accusing or excusing. But 
although reason teaches us that we are prone to er- 
ror, it is not able to point out a remedy for the evil. 
» Hence the necessity of attending to the exhor- 
tation in the passage under consideration. .4c- 
quaint now thyself with him, (i. e. with God, as in 
the margin) and be at peace. To know God (says 





an apostle) is life eternal. Not that he intended a 
mere belief of the existence of God, for this is 
confessed by deists as well as christians. On|! 
every thing which exists, the being of God is legi- 
bly inscribed. In the most savage desert we dis-| 
cover the footsteps of the Almighty. The heav-| 
ens above, and the earth beneath, proclaim his ex- 


istence, as well as his wisdom, goodness and power. | 


> 
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“Part of his name divinely stands 
On all his creatures writ ; 

They shew the labour of his hands, 
The impress of his feet.” 


But to know God in the sense which this apos. 
tle intended is, we conceive, to know the relation 
in which he stands to the human nature, as reve, 
ed in the Sacred Scriptures, as the everlasting 
Father, who made man for a state of eternal glp. 
ry and felicity. To know him as Infinite in yc. 
dom and power, and that consequently he canny 
be defeated in his beneficent purposes: To kyo 
his character as manifested in the humanity, a 
the just God and the Saviour, who as the second 
Adam was made under the law to redeem them wig 
were under the law. It was this knowledge which 
enabled Job, amidst all the evils with which \» 
was afflicted, to exclaim with triumphant joy — 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he sho 
standat the latter day upon theearth, and thoughafiy 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my ficsh shall 
I see God. Again: This knowledge leads us to 
behold him as the God of providence, as our 
greatest and best benefactor, who is good unto all, 
who openeth his liberal hand and satisfieth the desire 
of every living thing with good. 

Those who represent the Deity as the enemy oj 
the human race, though in the lowest grade oj 
wretchedness, we believe greatly err, not knowing 
the Scriptures, or the nature of God. Such seuti- 
ments are calculated to freeze up every warm emo- 
tion of gratitude and love, which naturally arise 
in the mind. True indeed it is, that the proper 
representation of the character of God in the man- 
ifestation of his goodness, leads men to repent 
anee ; and the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart, most effectually teaches the denial of w- 
godliness and every worldly and fleshly lust, and 
to live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
evil world. 

By this knowledge we see also mercy and truth, 
in the salvation of sinners, meeting together, right- 
eousness and peace embracing each other. We 
behold God as just, and yet the justifier of the 
ungodly. We see his righteous law magnified and 
made honourable, and the sinner saved with an 
everlasting salvation. We do not now “set at 
jarring odds heaven's attributes, and with one per- 
fection weund another.” Justice, so far from op- 
posing, demands the salvation of the sinner, inas- 
much as he hath blotted oul the hand writing of or- 
dinances that was against us, which was conirary 0 
us, and took it out of the way nailing il to his cross, 
and hath broken down the middie wall of partition 
between Jew and Gentile, and reconciled both unio 
God in one body by the cross, having siain the enmily 
thereby. 

The eternal life, treasured up for mankind in 
the second Adam, is not of that precarious nature 
as the life we had from the first Adam. It is as se- 
cure and permanent as the throne of God. Ii the 


life of mankind is hid with Christ in God, as their 
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elder brother, then it is evident that the devil him- 
elf can never find it, or they ultimately lose it.— 
Were the life of mankind in their own keeping, 
ey would lose it as their first parents did. But 
they are not their own, they are bought with a 
; they are in a state of minority, and have no 
The first house 
the se- 


‘ht to sell their inheritance. 
built upon the sand very soon fell ; 
a being built upon a roc k, can never be re- 
i.e. the life which we had in the first Ad- 
in the second, we have an inheritance 


a 


ing 


moved: 
which we can never lose. 

Having briefly spoken of the knowledge of God, 
ill now pass on to consider the latter part of 
And, first, we remark, 


we W! 


the verse—and be at peace. 


that peace of mind is the certain consequence of 


such an pes yea with God. Thou .wilt keep 
him in feet peace whose mind is stayed on thee, 

s the pr ophet Isaiah. And the Saviour, speak- 
onal disciples, says, Peace I leave with you; 
ny peace I will give unto you, not as the world giv- 
uh.give Lunto you. Let not your heart be troub- 
led, neither let it be afraid, And again, These 
things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
jare peace. And we hear the apostle Paul ex- 
pressin g the same idea, Therefore being justified, 
by faith we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Not that we have this peace by way of reward, 
but as a consequence resulting from the knowl- 
edge of a truth which existed prior to our belief. 
For, says an apostle, He is our peace (i.e. the Sa- 
viour) who hath made peace by the blood of the cross. 
The covenant of his peace shall never be rer vred.— 
The council of peace was between then: both (as 





we read in Zecheriah) between the Divine and the 
human nature ; the human nature, in their repre- 


sentative character, their head, the Head of every! 


man. This peace is ratified in the council of heav- 
en, and will remain true through the ceaseless ages 
of eternity, to be manifested to the children of 
men as infinite Wisdom sees best. The unbelief 
of the creature cannot ultimately make this peace 
of no effect. If we deny him he wili not deny him- 
self. If we forsake him, he is faithful who hath 
promised, who also will dott. Mankind are now 
called upon in the gospel to believe this truth — 
The consequence of belief is joy and peace. The 
consequence of unbelief is condemnation ; which 


9t 


Again: The consideration of the peace proclaim- 
ed in the gospel will lead us to live in peace with 
one another as brethren. It will teach us to culti- 
vate a spirit of charity and good will towards our 
fellow men, and cause us to measure to others the 
same measure which we do to ourselves, knowing 
that they also are redeemed with the same pre- 
cious blood of Christ. 

“ Like him, the soul thus kindled from above, 

Spreads wide her arms of universal love ; 

And still enlarg’d, as she receives the grace, 

Includes creation in her close embrace.” 

It will also teach us to love all men, and to do 
good to all men as we have opportunity. To have 
peace in our own bosoms, we must be in concord 
with all mankind. A spirit of hatred and ill will 
toward men is inconsistent with the christian cha- 
racter, and totally opposite to the nature of the 
gospel. The soul when properly affected by the 
love of God in the redemption of a lost and rain- 
ed world, becomes susceptible, mild, and benevo- 
lent. The real christian embraces in the arms of 
his affection every sinner in the universe, and join- 
ing the rapturous song of angels, exclaims, Glory 
to God in the highest that there is on earth peace 
and good will to men. When he beholds his fellow 
creatures under the influence of that adversary 
who worketh in the hearts of the children of dis- 
obedience, he pities their weakness and folly, and 
rejoices exceedingly in the reflection that the time 
is coming when they shall be delivered from these 
malignant passions, and (like the man among the 
tumbs) be found sitting in humble attitude at the 
feet of their divine Master in their right mind — 
For the honour of his God he will distinguish be- 
tween the soul of man and the work ofthe devil. 
He will love the one and hate the other. He.be- 
lieves that the Physician of value knows how to 
eure the disease without destroying the patient — 
For this purpose came he to the world, to destroy 
the work of the devil, and to deliver them, who, 
through fear of death, were all their life-time sub- 
jeet lo bondage. 

To conclude—Let us as Christians be truly 
thankful to our God for the manifold display of 
his universal g/@dness, for removing the veil of 
darkness from our minds, and enabling us to re- 
joice with joy unspeakable. Let us, then, as chil- 
dren of the lignt and of the day, walk circumspectly 


condemnation must continue until that glorious | ; in life, and adorn the doctrine of God the Saviour in 
period arrives spoken of by the prophet Isaiah in! jj things; to whom be praise and glory for ever. 


his 25th chapter : And he shall destroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cast over all people, 
and the veil which is spread over all nations. He 
will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off all faces, andthe re- 
buke of his people shall he take away from off all 
the earth. When this veil of ignorance and dark- 
ness is taken away, and the Saviour of the world 
exhibited to their view in his own amiable and eu- 
gaging charaeter, they will cordially embrace him 
as _ _— among ten thousand, and one altogeth- 
er lovely. 





Amen. 
i 


A CLOSE CALCULATION. 

A believer in the Truth, a few days since, in 
conversation with a Calvinist, requested him to 
tell, in plain terms, the amount of his faith. The 
Calvinist complied, with the request, in the follow- 
ing manner. “ Admitting,” said he, “that the 
whole human race amount to thirty thousand souls, 
I believe that God, from eternity, determined to 
save ten thousand of them, and damn the remain- 


rom 


ing (wenty thousand for ever: 
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New-York, July 1,1821. | the “rudiments of the world,” these remark: 
Mr. Hesry Fitz, : _ {interrogatories are not only applicable, byt 

Dear Sir—The Trestzes of the Society of Uni-| egnant with wholesome instruction onl we 
ted Christian Friends, beg leave to request the fa- reproof. , mrad 

vour of your publishing in the Gospel Herald, a] Are there any offended at this freedom ? if 
Discourse delivered by you, in their Church, on let them remember, that the history of a tes 
Sunday evening, the 17th June last. In the hope | satire upon his pretensions; and that the obliy; : 
that you will comply with their request, I remain, | of his actions, alone, can retrieve his fame. " 

in behalf of the Trustees, ; : A brief investigation of the history of » 
Your Friend and Brother in Christ. will prove the truth of this assertion, Behold % 
ae SO. agg Clerk. | then, like the dew-drop of the morning, glittering 
- ee in the sun-beam, pure from the plastic hand of his 

* But be not Pgearnat mete. for one is your | Creator, and radiant with the Divine Muminati 
Master, even Christ ; and all ye ‘are brethren. And _ we ¥ pe sooner offered than oo. 
eall no man your father upon the earth ; for one His purity, like the ephemera, was, ani 
ts your Father, which is in heaven.” The command, 
The declarations of Christ, however diverse | ™ultiply, and replenish the earth,” was answe 
opinions may be relative to their import, are ad-|y the murderous weapon, and man diminis), 
mitted as truth by christians of every name and from the earth. Here the falsehood of the \. 
sect. In this particular there is no disagreement : ‘ceiver was manifested. Instead of being as gods, 
Here, as to a common focus, centre the ultimatum | 8nd knowing good and evil,” man became ign. 
of all; and jarring and discord disappears. With rant and blind to all good, and acquainted wit); a) 
a prophetic eye to the glorious consummation of evil. “ The thoughts of his heart were evil, an 
the beneficent purposes of Deity, we would, in | that continually.” Instead of the brilliancy of 
eharity, hail this as the dawning of that radiance, | Truth, and the light of Divine Love, the tore) of 
whose first glimmer was emitted in Eden's polluted | discord alone cast its sickly rays, and dissipated 
bower when the promise of salvation soothed the | the gloom of mute horror, and unchanging regret, 
guilty hearts of our earthly progenitors, and accom- | by rousing the soul to new, and greater sorrows 
panied the sentence of a merciful, but offended | Open the Book of time, and read the bist ry ot 
Father, “ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou| human aggression. Turn, one by one, the 6.49 
return,” pronounced against delinquent man.— |!€aves of man’s pilgrimage, and they are all stain. 


Is this the dawn ? Is this a coruscation of that |ed with blood! Not one, but begins, or ends a tale 
Not one, but teems with destruction, 





cepted. 


disappeared. “Tnerease ayj 


glorious flame, which burnt on Calvary, aad shot | of horror! 
its rays to heaven? diverging from the Cross to) and is foul with crime ! 
the remotest borders of creation, and recording, in| the lisping babe, and the veteran—a’l, ali lave 
letters of fire, the sum of God's Love to man ?—| been piled alike upon the altar, and the flames of 
What, we ask, has smothered this fire? What has ‘heli has consumed the sacrifice. 


The hoary-headed sire 


Here is a book, more ancient than that of her- 


intercepted, or confined its rays? It is your sins 
aldry ; and let him who would be ennobled by 


that have separated between you and your God. 
They, like a thick cloud, obstruct the heavenly consanguinity with buman crime, assert his pedi- 
vision, and merge in darkness the hope of millions. | gree! What more could enemies have done? But 
It fs ignorance, generated in the corruption of the |4l! these were brethren. This is not the history ot 
heart; fostered by prejudice, and watered with the beasts!. of ferocious tigers, or lions of the des- 
tears of victims sacrificed at the altar of human | 't, enemies by nature, and hostile from their birth, 
pride, which, by a strange perversion, tortures the | but brethren—children of the same Father, and 
pages of Divine truth, and wrest@from their only | destined tothe same happy and peaceful home— 
meaning, God's legacy to man. Error, this is thy triumph! Here are thy trophies! 
« All ye are brethren.” This is the declaration of | Thy cause is destruction ; and thy work is sin— 
him, who spake as never man spake. Why admii| This has been the state of man. Where is his 
the authority of the Speaker, and deny the import | boasted perfection? Which of his crimes will 
of his declaration? Why confess an obligation to | entitle him to the laurel, and stamp him with no- 
obey, and refuse to heed the commandment ? Why | bility? Murder will do it! But 
profess to believe, and reject, with the obstinacy of| ‘One murder” only “makes a villian—will- 
the infidel, the truths of God? Why profess to/ions a hero, and numbers sanctions the crime.’— 
love, and consign the object of your affection to| Here is the road to honour; the passport to fame’ 
interminable wreichedness? In fine—Why call | See ambition, insatiable as hell. It is but another 
God Father, and treat His children, whom you are | name for covetousness, and the command, “ Thou 
bound to love as brethren, as out-laws and ene-| shalt not covet,” forbids ambition in every shape 





mics? 

To those, whose minds are graduated upon the 
scale of human wisdom, and whose hearts attuned 
to “vain philosophy,” are harmonized alone with 


and feature. Art thou ambitious ? Beware ; lest thy 
brother’s blood cry unto God from the ground! Is 
wealth thy aim? Forbear; ere the cries of the wid- 





ow and the fatherless, call judgments upon thy head. 
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remember, that thy vanquished enemy is thy 
brother—the wretch, beggared by thy extortion, is 
thy hrother—the miscreant, w hom thy contume- 
iy has exiled to shame and woe, is thy brother !— 
Does thy bosom harbour revenge ? it is against thy 
bro! Is hatred in thy heart? it is against thy 
brother! and thou art a murderer!* Do you re- 

‘ce in the misfortunes of another? Where is 


her! 


the cause of thy joy? Know, that he who suffers 
is thy brother! Here is an affinity, coexistent 
with thy existence. A consanguinity, eternal as 
the duration of man. Other ties are severed by 
Jeath, or grow obsolete by circumstances; but 
pere is a tie, Whose ligaments were cemented ere 
the sun was made, and will endure, when that lu- 
ry shall be extinguished amidst the splendours 
of eternity ! “For one is your Father which is in 
heaven; and all ye are brethren.” 


there any, Who, wedded to the systems of 


rine 


Are 
Let them 
And those, who would 


would cireumsceribe this kindred ? 
juce their authority ! 
wiate the evident meaning of the plraseology 
{ this passage, remen ber, that it was addressed, 
ttoaselect few, but, to the muititupe ; and, 
that no man is justified in making exceptions, 
re Christ made none; or in withholding his 
assent te the truth of the declarations of him, 
was “Immanuel God with us, the Lord from 
heaven” To those who talk much about the hu- 
miliating doctrines of the Cross, and who arrogate 
to themselves an exclusive holiness—who illegiti- 
matize nine-tenths of mankind; and like the el- 
der brother in the parable, refuse to enter their 
Father's house, or welcome the prodigal’s return; 
we say, compare your humility, and contrast your 
charity with this! Analyze your pretensions ; and 
sift your imaginary prerogative of all the chaff of 
invidious comparison—produce your boasted mer- 
it--make even the balance—let a cause be seer 
by its effects, and an uniformity prepgnderate in 
all, until your superior excellence, shall extort from 
every beholder that meed of praise you thirst 
after! Then, and nottill then, can you assume a 
precedence, and “ thank God that you are not as 
other men.” Then you may claim, of right, the 
“ uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in 
the synagogues.” Then your appellation will, of 
right, be “ Rabbi, Rabbi ;” but, until then, we shall 
“call no man Rabbi; for one is your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren.” 

With a view to anticipate objections, we remark : 
The doctrine of the consanguinity of the great fami- 
ly of man, is not the tradition of men, but is sup- 
ported by the most positive and plain declarations 
of the Seriptures, which declare, that God is the 
“ God of the Spirits of all flesh."t That he “made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth ;"{ and that “we are also his 
efspring. For all things were created by bim, and 
for him.”§ Therefore, in the words of Christ. we 





*1 John iii. 15. t Num. xvi. 22, xxyii. 16. 
} Acts. xvii. 26,28. §Col.@, 16, 
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say, “call no man your Father, upon the earth ; 
\forone is your Father which is in heaven.” In this 
view of this subject, we think there can be but 
one alternative for those who deny these con- 


clusions; and that is, to preserve their consistency 
by denying the premisses on which they are foun- 
| ded. Where, we ask, cana greater absurdity be 
| found, than for a man to admit the truth of the po- 
| sition, that no man has a father upon the earth, 
and at the same time declare, that he has no Fath- 
‘er in heaven! This is an orphanage compared 
| with which, common bereavements are less than 
‘the drop in the bucket. 
| contradiction in terms ! 
‘his father; but these logicians would prove, 


An orphanage? ‘Tisa 


An orphan is deprived of 


‘that a large proportion of mankind, never had a 
| father to lose! Theyrepresent man as a non-des- 
| cript, an effect without a cause, and of conse- 
quence accountable to no ene, and the sport of 
Is this objected to? Js it pre- 
tended that God is the Creator of man? Then we 


' 
circumstances. 


| answer, “he made of one blood all nations.” There- 
ifore, the conclusion is irresistible, that all are his 
‘offspring, or none. To what subterfuge will the 
, unbeliever next resort? Will it be contended 

that mankind by nature are the children of the 
i devil ? 


nalure ; 


If so, we answer, Christ took on him our 
‘“‘Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took 
part of the same.” We ask, of what fiesh and 
blood? Ans. Of the flesh and blood of all man- 
kind ; for “God made of one blood all nations ;” 
therefore, he could not take part of any, without 
taking the whole, for there is but one! Is it ob- 
jected, that God is not now our Father, but will, 
at a future time, become our father, if we will by 
good works perfect ourselves meet for this divine 
relation ? Then, we ask, to whom shall we look 
for succour ? To whom shall we lift ourhands? And 
when our evening petitions, like incense, rises from 
off the altar, whither shallit go ? Christ says, when 
thou prayest, say, “Our Father which art in heaven?” 
Shall our petitions rise to heaven, or sink to hell? 
Where is our father? Who is be? Shall we, or shall 
one of all the race of Adam, pray to hell's grim ty- 
rant, the adversary of God and man, and say, our 
Father 2? Would the Redeemer of the world, whose 
“testimony is the Spirit of prophecy,” enjoin it on 
man,Without one solitary exception, to call God our 
Father, if he is not our Father? It is obvious to 
the candid mind, that no other alternative can be 
found, if the conclusions of unbelievers in the 
universal goodness of God are admitted, than the 
following: Either a considerable part of mankind 
have no Father, or the devil is their father, and 
they proclaim a falsehood, when they say, “our 
Father which art in heaven;” for God is not their 
father, and they can use no other form of prayer, 
if they say our Father, but to substitute the word 
hell for heaven! How beautiful is the contrast, 
which is presented to our view by the Psalmist— 
“Praise waiteth for thee, Q God, ia Zion; and 
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unto thee shall the vow be performed. O thou | of both sexes are in a ruined condition by naive, 
that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.|are they “responsible? Again. If youth, of ho 
Iniquities prevail against me: our transgressions, | sexes, are “ responsible,” are they in a ruined ds 
thou shalt purge them all away.”* And how ad-| dition,” &c.? We think not. 
mirable is the consistency of the sacred volume,| We conclude, with the remark, that the « only 
which declares, of Christ our Redeemer, “ When | ground,” ou which the apostle Paul predicated 
he had by himself purged our sitk, sat down on ‘yp hopes of salvation,” was the Resurrection of Cheig 
the right hand of the Majesty on high.”"t Reason | from the dead! “God, who is rich in mercy, fop 
and Revelation, with united voice proclaim, “ye | his great love wherewith he loved us, even Whey 
are all brethren ; for one is your Father which is} we were Wend in sins, hath quickened us togetie 
in heaven.” a Christ, (by grace are ye saved,) and hy 
Death has been called the great leveller of hu-! raised us up together, and made us sit together jy 
man distinctions. He reduces the king and the | heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephes. ii +4 
peasant to a level ; and lays alike, their glory and | This is the “only ground of hope and salvation 
their penury in the dust. Whatever may have | Impress this truth on the mind of youth of boy 
separated them here, they no longer remain at a, sexes. Tell them, in the words of John (1 Ep, 
distance, but mingle their ashes together. Is not) v.11.) “God hath giren (not sold,) to us etery,) 
this humiliating? Is there a greater mortification life, and this life is in his Son!” 
awaiting the children of men? Thereis. “ Fle 
that exalteth himself shall be abased, but he that 
humbleth himself, shall be exalted.” He who arro- RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 
gantly assumes a distinctive and exclusive prero-| We were recently favoured with a little bund) 
gative over others; he who prefers claims to ex-| of Tracts, published by the “ Albany Tract Soq). 
elusive holiness, and in the language of his heart} ety ;" and politely forwarded us, &c. In one of 
declares, “ Stand by, for I am holier than thou,” |them, entitled “ To Children. A New Heart tie 
shall be ashamed. The truth, that “ God will have | Child's Best Portion,” we read the following 
all men tobe saved, and come unto the knowledge | “Jesus Christ is the way to heaven. He cam 
of it,” is more mortifying to the Pharisee, than|down from heaven to save us from going to hv! 
she grave, and all the humble formula attending it.| and he did this, by suffering and dying for our sins, 
(To be concluded next week.) that we might not suffer for them ourselves ; just» 
if one of you were going to be beat, and punished 
for doing wrong, and another person should, in 
EDUCATION OF YOUTH. love to you, and to keep you from being hurt, be 
The New-York Statesman of June 29th, con-| beat in your slead, and so you escape the punish- 
tains an account of the ceremony of laying the | ment.” We ask the authors of this absurdity, how 
corner stone of Tur Atsany Femare Acapemy,| it is that any of the buman race can “ go to hell, 
and an “ Address delivered by Mr. Boorn, prin- lor be “ beaten,” when “another has been beaten 
eipal ofthe Academy ;” from which we extract the in their stead 2” Where would be. the justice of 
following :—“In every system of education, the this? We appeal to your understanding, and your 
sublime duties of religion ought always to be in-|conscienceg; and you cannot mistake in your 
eulcated. Youth of both sexes ought to be taught | judgment of so plain a case, neither can you by 
to realize their accountability, and their responsibil-| sophistry avoid the absurdity that awaits your con- 
ity, not only for their conduct, but for their) clusions or premisses! If you are Calvinists, your 
thoughts and their feelings.” (To God, their| Tract declares what you do not believe yourselves 
Heavenly Father, we presume ) “ They ought to| And if you are Arminians, you are accountable 
be taught to understand their ruined condition by| for the strange inconsistency, that God, by the 
nature, and the only ground of hope and salvation.” | death of his Son, atiempted to effect a purpose, 
We think the above sentiment isa good one. And | and is like to be foiled by the non-compliance of 
we inquire, how youth of either sex, can be taught| poor impotent ian! We tell you unhesitatingly, 
their accountability to God, any other way, than/that the declarations in your Tract, that Christ 
by teaching them the obligations which God has| suffered in the stead of the sinner, and to save 
imposed upon them, by the blessings he has con-| him from the just punishment due him for his sins; 
ferred? And we ask how, according to “the doc-| or, to wse your own phraseology, “be beaten in 
trine of total deprarity,” a prime article in Cal-| your stead, and you escape the punishment,” is un- 
vin’s Creed, any of the human race can be regpon- | supported by the Scriptures ; contrary to reason, 
sible? (N. B. Responsibility not only supposes| and hostile to common sense! We ask you for 
accountability, but a qualification, by the actual, your authority, for your broad assertions? And 
possession of sufficient powers, to render a per-|we tell you, that you are highly culpable for 
fect obedience, or to discharge, to the uttermost, | teaching the rising generation a doctrine, which is 
the whole debt of obligation.) Quere. If “youth| unsupported by evety thing, save the ipse dixil of 
modern pretenders to exclusive holiness. 


* Psalm lav. 1-3 tHedi | (To be continued.) 
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Exclusive prerogative. 

It is very common for unbelievers to quote, for 
scripture, certain declarations which have been 
canetified by modern clergymen from the pulpit; 
and when required to name the chapter and verse 
containing them, to excuse themselves Some Sad. 


ing them, on pretence of being unfortunate in not 


having a retentive memory ; but, say they, the pas- 
is certainly in the Bible ; for I have read it 


" 
avain andagain! There are numbers, with whom 


we have conversed, who have bolstered up their 
tottering opinions with this miserable subterfuge ; 
and who have been for a considerable time ina 
state of probationary pursuit after their imaginary 
quotations. We mean no offence to any person 
living; but we do mean to say, that we think this 
conduct to be very inconsistent with the character 
of men who make so many and great pretensions 
to christianity. We ask these theological demurers, 
how they would relish the application of this prin- 
ciple when their pockets are affected? Supposing 
a person with whom you had an account, and 
whom you considered as your debfor, and with 
whom you wished to effect a settlement, should, 
on your exhibition of your demand and examina- 
is of his, declare, that he “ had read again, and 
again, other charges in his book against you, but, 
owing to the badness of his memory, could not 
recollect where they were,” but insist, when you 
wished him to settle with you, that the other 
charges, which he could not find, but which were 
certainly in his book, would more than balance the 
account? What would you think of this? Con- 
sider that your pocket, and not your soul is at issue, 
and the superior importance of the subject, will 


fuda TRUE VERDICT 
= 


SIN AN INFINITE EVIL. 

Mach has been said in favour and,against the 
position, that sia isan infinite evil. We think this 
question can easily be settled. The Scriptures no 
where declare, that sin is an tnfinife evil. This 
position, therefore, never came from the Serip- 
tures. If we seek for testimony from reason, that 
teaches us, that sin, which is an effect, cannot be 
greater than its cause : and its cause not being infi- 
nile, sin, of necessity, is finite. 

Psatm Ixxv. 8, 

“For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, 
and the wine is red; it is-full of mixture ; and he 
poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, 
all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, 
end drink them.” 

The above is one, out of many passages, which 
unbelievers construe to mean endless misery.— 
See Isa. li. 17,22; xl.2. “Awake, awake, stand 
up, O Jerusalem, which hast drank at the hand of 
the Lord the cup of his fury ; thou hast drunkcn 
the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them 
ou, Thus saith thy Lory, the Lorp and thy God 


HERALD. 


have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 
even the dregs of the cup of my fury; and thou 
shalt no more drink it again. Speak ye comfort- 
ably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that ber war- 
fare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardon- 
ed: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.” We earnestly entreat be- 
lievers in endless misery to examine the above 
passages with attention. We likewise entreat them 
to remember, that it is the wicked who are spoken 
of, and who “ drank the cup to the very dregs!” 

Advocates for the hypothesis that sin is an in- 
finite evil, will find abundant room for the exer- 
cise of all their ingenuity, in proving that am 
infinite sin can be rewarded double ! !! 

—a 
Blowing hot and cold with the same breath. 

The following, among other definitions of hell, 
are given by Mr. Cruden, in his Concordance. 
« Jonah says, that he cried to the Lord out of the 
belly of hell ; that is, out of the belly of the fish, &c. 
Nothing is more intolerably painful, than suffering 
the violence of fire enraged with brimstone ; and 
hell is described by a lake of fire and brimstone.” 
Quere. Isa “ lake of fire and brimstone” a good 
description of the “belly of a fish ?” When John, 
in the 4pokalypis, says, that “ hell was cast into a 
lake of fire, does he mean that a “ lake of fire” is 
cast into a lake of fre? Again—* It is represent- 
ed as a dismally dark place, where there is nothing 
but grief, sadness, vexation, rage, despair, and 
gnashing of teeth, like one excluded or shut out, 
during the obscurity of the night, and severity of 
the cold.” Hell, according to this variety of de- 
scription, must possess a more changeful climate, 
than any other place! At one time fire and brim- 
stone ; at another severe cold!!! And strange to 
relate, at another time, “ there is nelhing but 

—_s——— 


grief,” &c. 
q y 


The following prayer was heard in a building, 
called a church, on last Sabbath day, in this city : 
“God, we thank thee, that thou, from eternity, 
determined to damn the non-elect in hell-fire eter- 
nally!! The hearer of this nameless ——, (really 
we do not know any terms which would describe 
its blackness ; the strongest language, in use among 
men, would not even whisper the anathemas due 
this execrable ») in astonishment, and doubt- 
ing the evidence of his senses, called upon the 
person who uttered this , and asked him if he 
heard aright. He was assured that he did! ! /— 
Quere. If the devil took it into Ais head to offer a 
petition, and it varied in any manner imaginable 
from the above , could it equal it ? 
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From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 
The following lines are from the pen of an aged 





that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I 


gentleman, of an excelleut mind, and high respect- 
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ability. The circumstance that gave oceasion for 
these lines, was an evening lecture, delivered by a 
Presbyterian minister im the city of Hudson, N Y. 
upon Mat xviii. 28, “ Pay me that thou owest.” 

The preacher laboured, first, to show that all men 

were involved in an infinite debt to divine justice, 
which debt they had contracted by sinning against 
the law of God; and that justice sternly demanded, 
pay me that thou owest. Second, he urged that man 
had become insolrent.—That he owed len thousand 
talents, and had nothing to pay —That the justice 
of God was inexorable, imperiously demanding, 
pay me that thou owest! Thatit would not relinquish 
the least iota of the claim, but demanded payment 
torthe whole: And that in case of failure, or non- 
payment, eternal misery must be the inevitable 
doom of all mankind! Third, he introduced Je- 
sus Christ, the Son of God, as the only being who 
was equal to the payment of the mighty debt.— 
He insisted that Christ had actually discharged this 
infinite demand that stood against insolvent man, 
by suffering the penalty of the law for the sins of 
the whole world. That deliverance to the captives, 
peace and pardon, were now proclaimed by the 
gospel. He then urged the necessity of the crea- 
ture’s faith in this great Redeeming Sacrifice, by 
anticipating the horrors of a future judgment.— 
Painting in strong emphatic language, the awful 
catastrophe of the sinner at that eventful period, 
when the inflexible Judge should demand of the 
sinner in the voice of inexorable justice, pay me 
that thou owest! That the sinner would then be- 
hold with trembling and dismay, that all his sins 
were registered in the book of God, and (notwith- 
standing the whole had been cancelled by the death 
of Christ) the Judge would sternly demand pay- 
ment for the whole! Thatthe sinner, having 
nothing to pay, would be bound hand and foot, 
and cast into the prison of hell, to be tormented 
with fire eternally, without the privilege of bail ; 
and then added, “ Methinks 1 hear the clanking 
of their chains !!” 

These exquisite lines were penned immediately 
after the discourse above noticed, and are deem- 
ed worthy of general notice, being strikingly pic- 
turesque of the deformity of modern theology. 

The charge, how impious and blind ; 

That Christ who ransom’d all mankind, 

Will yet in hell a part detain 

To make them pay the debt again! 

That ne whose bleeding love hath bid them live, 
Should in reverse the dreadful sentence give; 
No hope from satiate vengeance to excite, 

But endless blasphemy, despair and spite ! 

Or was it for a part that Jesus died ? 
Fore-reprobating all the world beside— 

To man fore-doom d, what ground of faith can be ? 
Or venging justice how sustain her plea ? 
Consign'd to sia and Hell e’er time began ! 
How greets their ears the dear redeeming plan? 
Or sounds a Father's calling voice to those, 

The children whom bis dire deerees foreclose? 


Not so! for He the universal Cause, 
The Architect of nature and her laws, 
Whose skill unerring Adam's race design'd, 
And soul and body fashion'd to his mind, 
A glorious issue to this work declares, 
An end of sin, of misery and tears? 
To ev'ry being of terrestial race, 
To worlds that dwindle from the abyss of space, 
To known and unknown realms, the whole domaia 
That lies immense beneath his boundless reign, 
The finish'd plan shall gladden ev'ry soul, 
And pure beatitude pervade THe wHoie! 
ee 
STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
When o'er long night the bursting dawn, 
In youthful bloom appear’d ; 
When Angels hymn’d the rising morn, 
And songs in heaven were heard ; 
Amid the burning orbs that gem’d 
Jehovah's viewless throne, 
In native glory diadem'd, 
One Star was seen aione. 


On Palestine, fair Solyma, 
Benicuantly serene, 

Precursor of a brighter day, 
The harbinger was seen ; 

The captive saw the symbol shine 
His broken fetters fell ; 

The shepherd mark'd the peerless siga 
That told Immanvet! 


In latter time we view it burn, 
With undiminish'd ray ; 
It hails the Pagan’s glad return, 
It cheer’s the wanderer’s way; 
With influence sweet, illuming far, 
Its beam to peace inclines ; 
From east to west, the Holy Star, 
The Star of Jesus shines. 
Freeman's Journal. 
—<— 
A REFLECTION AT SEA. 
See how, beneath the moorbeam’s smile, 
Yon little billow heaves its breast, 
And foams and sparkles, for a while, 
And murmuring then subsides to rest. 


Thus man, the sport of life and care, 
Rises on time’s eventful sea; 
And, having swell’d a moment there, 


Thus melts into eternity ! Selected. 
oe 
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